Request for Support: 29th International Symposium on Free Radicals

The 29th International Symposium on Free Radicals will be held August 12-17, 2007 at the Big Sky Resort in Big Sky, Montana. This meeting dates back to 1956, when it was first held in Quebec City, Canada. The initial motivation for the meeting was that detailed spectroscopic studies of free radicals in the gas-phase and under matrix-isolation conditions was becoming possible. Free radicals and other reactive species remain topics of great interest today owing to the central role they play as reactive intermediates. The field has expanded to increasingly focus on the dynamics of radical reactions in addition to spectroscopy and kinetics. However, as we seek to understand complex environments in combustion, atmospheric chemistry, condensed phase phenomena and the interstellar medium in great detail, all of these techniques continue to play critical roles. Thus, the meeting continues to address important topics in chemistry and is the premier biennial meeting on free radicals, with topics ranging from elegant spectroscopic studies of isolated species to the kinetics and reaction dynamics of free radicals relevant to combustion, atmospheric and interstellar processes. 
For the 29th International Symposium, a broad definition of free radicals, including paramagnetic molecules, ions, molecules in excited states, and other transient species was used in determining the lineup of invited speakers. Free radicals represent critical reaction intermediates in a wide range of environments. The symposium will focus on both the physical properties of isolated free radicals, free radicals in exotic environments such as helium droplets, combustion, heterogeneous environments and the interstellar medium. 

The meeting brings together leading researchers from around the world with graduate students and postdocs for an intimate, Gordon-Conference-Style symposium that is characterized by vigorous discussions and a strong tradition of participation by the more senior members of the community. This is a challenging meeting to organize and run, however, as there is no organization or endowment for institutional support of the symposium. The responsibility for organization of the meeting, including all fund-raising and arrangements, rests with the local organizing committee. A web-site for the meeting is under construction and can be found at http://www.freeradicalssymposium.org. To support the meeting, we have sought support from the American Chemical Society, the Department of Energy, the Air Force Office of Scientific Research, UC San Diego and Montana State University. In addition, we hope to raise some unrestricted funds from scientific instrumentation companies such as your own. The complete list of invited speakers, the list of the international advisory committee and the local organizing committee is appended at the end of this narrative. The speakers, international and local advisory committees, and the attendees at this meeting represent some of the leading experimental groups in laser spectroscopy, and they make extensive use of sophisticated laser, vacuum, detector, interfacing and computer technology. Thus, I believe your support will not only be highly valued by this community but will also aid in the familiarization of the next generation of  researchers with your products. We will be happy to display brochures and if you have promotional materials such as pens and notepads these could also be of use.
The previous symposia have truly been held around the world, with the most recent symposium, the 28th, being held in Leysin Switzerland in September 2005. Your unrestricted support can help subsidize production of the book of abstracts and sponsoring poster session refreshments, for example, freeing up other funds for the support of graduate students and postdocs. This will increase the participation of young researchers in the field that is essential for continued advances in the field of free radical spectroscopy and chemistry.
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